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e NATIONAL CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE DAY 
Union Station 225 S. Canal St. 404-879-9136 
DoubleTree by Hilton and Amtrak employees celebrate by 
doling out pairs of chocolate chip and walnut cookies so you have one 
to eat and one to share. The first 25 people who mention "Nice Travels,” 
the hotel’s random acts of kindness program, receive a free tin full of 
cookies. 4-7 p.m. 



15TH ANNIVERSARY 
Piece Brewery and Pizzeria 

1927 W. North Ave. 773-772-4422 

The Wicker Park spot taps a new Quinceanera 
Mexican-style lager ($5) and re-releases its Marketing 
Ploy double pale ale ($6) created through a collabo- 
ration with 3 Floyds Brewing Co. The Waco Brothers 
perform around 9 p.m. 8 p.m. No cover. 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
Crown Liquors 

2821 N. Milwaukee Ave. 773-252-9741 
Vamos! and Lil Tits perform at the Logan Square bar, 
which offers celebratory drink specials including $5 
Old Forester old fashioneds, $3 Jack Daniels shots 
and $1 hot dice shots, where the booze is determined 
by rolling dice. 8 p.m. No cover. 


DO 

MODERN BEAUTY 
GIRLS NIGHT OUT 
Revel Fulton Market 

1215 W. Fulton Market 
312-461-9400 

Try new beauty products and 
mini-services from salons and 
spas, shop accessories and 
clothing from Chicago design- 
ers, and enjoy cocktails, cider, 
beer, wine and appetizers at this 
bash hosted by StyleChicago. 
com. 6-9 p.m. $35-$45. Tickets: 
brownpapertickets.com 

‘NOT FROM HERE’ 

Under The Cun Theater 

956 VJ. Newport Ave. 
773-270-3440 

The two-person improv and 
sketch team presents a weekly 
variety show through Aug. 25 
featuring crazy characters, co- 
medic songs, Trump impres- 
sions and stand-up. 9 p.m. $12. 
Tickets: underthegun.theater 



THURSDAY 

8974 

Oh so hot 



FRIDAY 

s;i 7i 

Not ideal 



SATURDAY 


80 70 

Go outside! 


HAPPY HOUR OF THE DAT 


Belly Up Smokehouse & Saloon (1132 S. Wabash Ave. 312-929-3856) offers $4 drafts, $5 glasses of select house wine and $6 well cocktails from 4-6 p.m. 




Miller Lite Beer Garden 

OPEN DAILY 

Now through Labor Day 

FREE LIVE MUSIC 

Wednesday - Sunday 

navypier.com HD© 
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CHOOSING SIDES 

MANY TRUMP, CLINTON VOTERS DO NT HAVE 
FRIENDS WHO SUPPORT OTH ER CAN DIDATE 

By Aaron Blake i wmhiwtoh ncsr 

According to a new poll from the Pew Research Center, just z-; percent of Donald 
Trump backer* spy 01* “h lot" oftlitij clost friends support Hillary CJintcui. 

Clinton supporters are even less likely eo have 'ihifiip-supporring friends; just 


19- percent say they have at least ■‘‘some," 

In addition, ^3 percent of Tramp backers 
siy they have iki rlns-e friends whu bark Clin- 
ton. And iMaify half— 47 percent— of Clinton 
kirkeis mv tliey haw m.™ rinse friends vriici 

suppociTmmp 

lAie 1 1 _L him at thu Immune ut detailing 
Americans’ continued poRrirarion and sclf- 
Butrtni^— ie. rending n> n:::v;> ?<i and.'e.r Live 
in places with people who agree with them 
pnlltic.iJlj,: 

This is helping Republicans when it comes 
to n>nimlli:i:'; C iesr^rui.-;. bemuse JJ-emncr.it; 
are even more concentrated in overwhelm- 
ingly Democratic plnresmU-speclalLy in eirh.in 


are* —while Republican voters are marc dis- 
persed anderve the COPan edge in must dis- 
trict and states nationwide. T* perhaps oeet- 
i-imjJily it: Vemer Republican votes arc goirifl 
to waste in urban districts than Democratic 

votes giving tn waste in rural arras. 

Pew data La 1014 suggested that ^bout half 
nf the mmr rcmsc-rvarive Amorie.in 3 said it 
was important to ihem to live where people 

j-hu-rd dic-ir pidmr.il 714™!;, while 63 prrtcrrr 

said awst of their close ftfcnds were potiti- 
L'.ill v similar. 

Among the most liberal Americans*^ per- 
renrxnid theyw.intedm I iwvrJmLg'aiLe -people 


wU.ll Similar viCWS, arid 49 ]>errrsir x”d must 
ofriteirdixte ri-iTnk shared their siews. 

The new data from Pew; iliuueh. moists 
an even more siloed i-nid election, in which 
Hump voters rarely mlk tu Clintem voter* 
juk! vice versa. And even when they do speak 
ro one Another, its JX:rhsps often sumetwie 
tlie/re nut dune to anil are less likely 10-eiH- 
parhize vvith 

. *i n ■ I that*! es|>.cialLy Hue witli I-S- m 
ip-i'car-oid Qintoa voter?— jK per^nr of 
wlnnn say they haw ;iu rluSr fnc'ilds who sup- 
port Tramp— black Cliarnn vorcni < 72 . per- 
cent) ; 1 1 >: L I Tispanic Ointuu vOLta S (y.t pCc'Ctruj. 

TIk loid cketiou promises to be perhaps 
die must pnlarixmg wove SccrL In fact, Lhe 
only thing many voters seen-, tu agree on is 
tiiat they like neither ' If iovp nur Ointun— 
i-, percent, according to recent Gallup pdlli ng. 

Thit nmnng-rhe vast majority Lit Americans 

who have nonetheless chosen sides, they 
arcric ver y likely ter have many [flench looking 
to convert them And dial's especially rraco-f 
( linn in voters. 


How many of your close 
friends supports 

In u 2tJifrj»*. pefeent of rcgtslercd voters 
who ro:d af thqir close frtrviit back. 

■ J.l i’t K sr*ir ■JUSTAFCpy L h-viF 
Amont] Ttuntp supporters 

H . t* II 1 

TftUMR — 

CLINTON ^ 

A 21 A2 

Among c||ntonsnp[»ortets 

I P -M .11^ 

THUMP ^ 

CLINTON 

T3 ia n s 

Ideological 'silos’ 

In a 2014 pea purocrrl who kl 

It's Important to mo to flue somowtore 

most praprosparti my political niews. 



Mosl oT my close Prlends sltaro mr 
political vloiws- 
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the chatter / JOIN THE CONVERSATION 

threesome 


3 PERSPECTIVES ON ONE RELATIONSHIP QUESTION 


Welcome to “Threesome.” Each week, we’ll take a look at a relationship question from the 
public and have three panelists give their insights. Have a question to ask? Shoot it over to us 
on Twitter at @redeyechicago or on our Facebook page. If it’s a little more private, feel free 
to email it to redeye@redeyechicago.com with the word “Threesome” in the subject line. 


I broke up with a guy about two months ago, and I’ve been 
miserable ever since. We met up two nights ago and have talked 
about maybe getting back together in the near future, but being 
friends for a while first. My heart still hurts, and it seems like he’s still 
interested in me and wants to be with me (kisses me, slept over, 
etc.), but he doesn’t want to be in a relationship again yet. I want to 
be in a relationship with him again. How can I communicate this 
to him without coming across as clingy or wanting to move too 

guickly again? -Question via Reddit, edited for length 


I 


Shelbie Lynn 
Bostedt 

Single, 22 

» RedEye digital content 
coordinator 
» @shelbielbostedt 


There are a lot of layers here. First, I think if you 
broke up for a reason, you should probably follow 
his lead and not rush back into dating quite so 
quickly. Second, if he’s the person you’re meant 
to be with, you should feel comfortable telling 
him what your emotional needs are, even if they 
disagree with what he wants. If it’s somebody 
you’ve already been emotionally vulnerable with over the course of your first run in a relationship, 
you shouldn’t be made to worry about coming across as “clingy.” If you initiated the breakup, I can 
see why he would want to take it slow in becoming a couple again, but I would also caution you to 
be sure it’s what you want. Breakups are hard, yes, and if you’re just wanting to get back together 
to save yourself the pain of the breakup, then that’s not a good enough reason to revisit it. 



ABANDON SHIP!!! How to play it cool is not the 
question we should be answering here. Sorry, but 
this relationship just isn’t going to work out. I’m 
having flashbacks to a relationship I had in col- 
lege. We tried that whole “Let’s ease back into 
it” thing after a bad breakup, and it lasted about 
three weeks before history repeated itself and we 
went our separate ways. He is teasing you! This is a game to him! Sure, he seems interested, why 
wouldn’t he? By putting an asterisk at the end of your relationship, you’re allowing him free rein. He 
wants to sleep with someone else? You can’t be upset! You aren’t in a relationship! So if you are go- 
ing to continue this arrangement you’ve got going on, then I advise you to proceed with caution. 



Jake 

Newton 

In a relationship, 24 

» RedEye designer 
» @jnewt 


I get that seeing this guy has quickly lifted you out 
of your self-proclaimed misery. However, it seems 
like the only thing you’re going to see in your “near 
future” is more heartbreak. If he only wants your 
friendship, then why is he kissing you and stay- 
ing the night? You should be able to communi- 
cate openly and honestly about what you want-it 
seems pretty clear what he wants. Your feelings still seem strong, it doesn’t seem like you’ll be 
satisfied with whatever he is offering at the moment. Don’t settle for this. If you really want this to 
work again, I don’t see it succeeding without both of you giving it a real chance, and that will only 
happen if you leave this weird relationship purgatory. 



Michelle 

Lopez 

Married, 32 

» RedEye digital editor 
» @michelleglopez 


A 

(Chicago tribune 

publication 

redeyechicago.com 
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Newsroom: 312-222-4970 
redeye@redeyechicago.com 
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We didn’t just up the volume, 
we turned your phone into a JBL speaker. 
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JUST BECAUSE ATHLETES MAKE IT LOOK EASY DOESN’T MEAN THEY ELUDE STRUGGLE 


By Chris Sosa i redeye 

Many events that will take center stage in Rio de Janeiro this month are on our 
sports radar only once every four years. Even some of the more ubiquitous events 
can be tough to get a read on. For that reason, there’s much of the Olympic equa- 
tion that goes unseen by fans. Good thing there are athletes and coaches who can 
shed light on these overlooked elements. 


What might the casual 
viewer not see or realize 
when watching your sport? 

GABBY DOUGLAS, GYMNASTICS 

“I think people don’t see the hard work, 
the hours, the effort that we put into the 
gym. They see the beautiful leotards and the 
makeup and the beautiful performances out 
on the floor. They don’t see the behind-the- 
scenes, when we’re struggling in training or 
sliding down the beam or crying. They don’t 
see that.” 


JILL ELLIS, SOCCER COACH 

“There’s a little bit more, probably unknowns 
traveling down to Brazil. There are certain 
things that aren’t in place yet that we’ve been 
told, this is going to happen, and you have 
to trust that those things will happen. It’s an 
attitude of having to deal with curveballs; I 
think you have to have that. You have to be 
prepared to roll with what comes your way 
and not get too emotional about it.” 

JULIE JOHNSTON, SOCCER 

“Travel is always something [that can be over- 
looked}. We’re not one of the teams that is just 


staying in Rio like a lot of other sports do.” 

IBTIHAJ MUHAMMAD, FENCING 

“There’s some great strides that have been 
made in our sport internationally that will 
help to make it more spectator-friendly, 
whether it be slow-motion replays or lighting 
the strips or our masks or different things 
that can help you identify who scored the 
point. I think that it will be exciting for 
people to watch, and I think we have the 
strongest American contingency that we’ve 
ever had. ... We’re all in a position where 
anyone can bring home a medal on any given 
day” 

ALYSSA NAEHER, SOCCER 

“Managing the rest days and getting timing 
of that kind of preparation, getting your bod- 
ies back.” 

HOPE SOLO, SOCCER 

“Set pieces [such as free kicks, corner kicks 


and throw-ins] are really hugely important 
to our team; it helped us win the World Cup 
last summer. I think everyone kind of knows 
that, though. We’re [also] traveling with 
certain pillows, making sure we’re getting 
proper rest.” 

MAGGIE STEFFENS, WATER POLO 

“I’ve played a lot of sports and I’ve talked to 
a lot of different people and I’ve seen people 
in other sports try water polo, and I truly be- 
lieve it’s the hardest sport to play. The reason 
I say that is because swimming in itself re- 
quires you to use every single muscle in your 
body the entire time. So imagine a swimming 
workout while somebody is pushing you 
around, maybe trying to drown you a little bit 
while you’re holding a ball, while you’re fend- 
ing somebody off, while you’re trying to leg 
up over the water, and on top of that, you are 
playing one of the hardest mental games. 

“Because not only do you need to be 
mentally tough to withstand all [the] physical 




Maggie Steffens 



attributes of the game, but it’s like a chess 
game. You’re trying to figure out each little 
piece. Where am I passing next? What’s the 
next move? And so because of all that, the 
physicality that makes it so tough kind of just 
adds to the fun of it. 

“I always say there’s three games being 
played during water polo. There’s the under- 
water game that no one sees that really plays 
a huge role in how people are getting open 
or what’s happening .... It kind of allows you 
to be sneaky and fun because you get to be 
physical but in a smart way. Then there’s the 
over-the-water game, which is what the audi- 
ence sees, the quick ball movement, the over- 
water physicality, the excitement of it. Then 
there’s the mental game. It’s like basketball 
where you’re finding passing lanes, going up 
and down the pool and having to read out 
every situation. It’s tough. You’re trying to do 
that while someone’s trying to drown you.” 

FREELANCER PAUL M. BANKS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS REPORT. 
@REDEYESPORTSCHI I CHSOSA@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 



THE QUOTE 

“ONLY IN A 
SMALL PART.” 

—An Uber driver in Rio de Janeiro, 
when asked by Tribune reporter Chris 
Hine whether the road known as the 
Linha Amarela (Yellow Line) is dan- 
gerous. Hine wrote that the highway, 
which weaves through several notori- 
ous favelas, was lined with military ve- 
hicles and officers. 


Stay in the Olympic 
Village? Please. 

The U.S. basketball team has decided 
an actual boat is what floats their boat 
while preparing for the Rio Games. 
According to the Washington Post, 
Jimmy Butler, Elena Delle Donne and 
their teammates are staying on a cruise 
ship docked in Guanabara Bay as op- 
posed to the athletes village. The boat 
features a spa, multiple dining areas, 
a bar, a cigar lounge and an open-air 
pool. 


THE DIGITS 

$206 

That’s the average nightly cost for 
Airbnb accommodations in Rio right 
now, making it the world’s most expen- 
sive city in that regard, according to 
Bloomberg. Meanwhile, at $242 a night, 
Rio also is the seventh-most expensive 
place to stay in a hotel. Well, at least the 
tickets to the Olympic events them- 
selves are relatively inexpensive. 





That’s how many new sports the 
International Olympic committee ap- 
proved for the 2020 Summer Games in 
Tokyo: baseball-softball, skateboard- 
ing, surfing, karate and climbing. Which 
is really six if you’re splitting hairs, but 
no big deal. 




SUMMER'S 

BIGGEST 

GAMES 


BROADCAST LIVE 

IN THE NEWCITY PLAZA 


STARTS AUGUST 5TH I NIGHTLY 7-1 1 P.M. 


HALSTED ST. & CLYBOURN AVE. 

NEWCITY 

LIFESTYLE & ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT 

LINCOLN PAFLK 


EXPERIENCENEWCITY.COM/ 

SUMMERGAMES 


Y®tyj[& 

YOUR DEAL 


50% OFF 

OBSERVATION DECK 
GENERAL ADMISSION 

FOR ALL 606 RESIDENTS* 


GO TEAM * ! 
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THE 

SQUAD 


‘SUICIDE SQUAD’ REVIEW 

The bad guys don’t 
do it any better 


In an industry that’s oversaturated with super- 
hero movies, “Suicide Squad” was supposed to 
be the antidote. A film in which the bad guys are 
actually our heroes could flip the formula and 
breathe new fife into a genre that’s approaching 
the point of no return in terms of staleness. 

Maybe this potential is why “Suicide Squad” 
is the biggest superhero disappointment in 
recent memory (even more than “Batman v 
Superman”). Not only does it fail to shake things 
up, but it’s not even competent enough to be a 
serviceable superhero flick. 


Will Smith 

The deadliest assas- 
sin in the world never 
misses a shot and will 
kill anyone if the price 
is right. But his weak- 
ness is his smart, young 
daughter, who wants 
to believe her dad is a 
good guy. 

ANIMATION 

“Justice League” 
2001, Michael Rosenbaum 
(who played Lex Luthor in 
“Smallville") 


Adewale 

Akinnuoye-Agbaje 
Born a monster and mistreat- 
ed until he truly became one, 
Killer Croc is big and ugly 
but definitely handy to have 
around if you need someone 
in the sewers. 


Jay Hernandez 
Born with the power to 
conjure fire, Diablo killed 
his loved ones when he 
lost control. Now he’d pre- 
fer to die as a man instead 
of a weapon. 

ANIMATION 

“Justice League 
Unlimited” 

2005, Nestor Carbonell (who 
played the mayor in 
"The Dark Knight" and 
“The Dark Knight Rises") 


Jai Courtney 

An Aussie thief who isn't 
above hitting a woman 
or opening a beer dur- 
ing a fight sequence. 
His weapon of choice 
is— you guessed it— a 
boomerang. 

LIVE ACTION 

“Arrow” 

2014, Nick Tarabay 


Margot Robbie 
Once a trained psy- 
chiatrist and gymnast, 
Harley fell in love with 
the Joker when he was 
her patient. Now she’s 
crazier and more reck- 
less than he is. 

LIVE ACTION 

“Birds of Prey” series 
2002, Mia Sara 

Short appearance 
on “Arrow” 

2014, Cassidy Alexa 


Adam Beach 

This guy is good at tying 
knots, but unfortunately, it’s 
as easy for others to manip- 
ulate his mind as it is for him 
to manipulate a rope. 


WHAT HAPPENS? 

In an effort to prepare for the possibility of su- 
pernatural threats, Amanda Waller (Viola Davis) 
convinces the U.S. government to assemble a 
team of captured supervillains to combat then- 
fellow bad guys. They’re rounded up and injected 
with tiny explosives so they can be taken down 
if they misbehave. Waller’s second in command, 
Rick Flag (Joel Kinnaman), keeps the group 
in line, but Deadshot (Will Smith) and Harley 
Quinn (Margot Robbie) serve as the crew’s de 
facto leaders when they need to take down 
the Enchantress (Cara Delevingne), an 
ancient witch possessing the archae- 
ologist June Moone. 


LIVE ACTION 

“Smallville” 
2010, Bradley Stryker 

“Arrow” 2012 
and “The Flash” 2016 
Michael Rowe 


SUICIDE 
SQUAD 

PG-13 

The soundtrack is really good. Expertly 
curated, it almost tricks you into think- 
ing this movie is fun. Smith and Robbie try to 
inject “Suicide Squad” with the attitude it needs 
to work, but their best efforts can’t save such a 
murky and, frankly, lame script. 


WHAT’S BAD? 

Where to start? There’s no nuance to this 
movie — every character is introduced in an 
expositional montage that earns nothing and 
induces eye-rolling at every turn. “Talk about 
a workplace romance gone bad,” Waller drawls 
while explaining that Harley Quinn used to be 
the Joker’s (Jared Leto) therapist. Every back- 
story is forced, every character lacking sub- 
stance — some are totally unnecessary. For all the 
hype about how committed Leto was to bringing 
the Joker to fife, his portrayal is all surface crazy 
and none of the darkness that makes the charac- 
ter truly terrifying. The only scene that kind of 
works is when the squad discusses their “bad- 
ness” in a bar, but rather than plumbing those 


Written by Lauren Chval • Illustrations by Aly Morris redeye 

Sometimes it feels like the world has superhero fatigue — or is that just us? Every 
summer is jam-packed with movie after movie that end with the same giant battle, 
the fate of the world hanging in the balance. We get it. 


JaredLeto 

Everyone’s favorite psychotic anarchist is back. 
He’s the dark king of Gotham, causing chaos 
wherever he goes and desperate to be united 
with his queen, Harley Quinn. 

ANIMATION 


Cara Delevingne 

An ancient spirit hell-bent on tak- 
ing over the world. Controlling 
her heart is the key to controlling 
her power, but what if Rick Flag 


Viola Davis 

The ruthless boss of the operation who will do 
whatever it takes to make her mission a success. 
She’s a U.S. intelligence officer but doesn’t think 
much of doing things by the book. 


Joel Kinnaman 
The military man is in 
charge of the Suicide 
Squad and reports to 
Amanda Waller. He falls 


Karen Fukuhara 
Flag’s main source of backup, 
a gifted swordswoman who’s 
still grieving the death of her 
murdered husband. 


Which is maybe why we’re all so excited for “Suicide Squad,” a flick that promises to break 


ANIMATION 

"Justice League Unlimited” 
2004, C.C.H. Pounder 


LIVE ACTION 

“Smallville” 2010, Pam Grier 
“Arrow” 2013, Cynthia Addai-Robinson 
“Green Lantern” 2011, Angela Bassett 


hard for Dr. June Moone, 
making things complicat- 
ed when she’s possessed 
by the evil Enchantress. 

LIVE ACTION 

“Smallville” 

2009, Ted Whittall 


LIVE ACTION 

“Arrow” 

2014, Rila Fukushima 


the mold. Our heroes are bad guys? What are we rooting for? It’s unpredictable, and that’s cool. 
But most of us don’t have an idea of what the Suicide Squad is besides just a crew of bad 
guys. The Joker— the most famous character— isn’t even in the squad. If you don’t know the 
basics of these supervillains, we’re here to fill you in. 


loses control? 


Lots, but most notably: “Batman: The Animated 
Series” 1992, MarkHamill 


@LCHVAL I LAURENCHVAL@REDEYECHICAGO.COM • @ALYSON_MORRIS I ALYMORRIS@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 


LIVE ACTION 

“Batman” 1966 series and “Batman” 7966 film 
Cesar Romero 


“Batman” 1989, Jack Nicholson 
“The Dark Knight” 2008, Heath Ledger 


depths further, screenwriter and director David 
Ayer pulls everyone back into another meaning- 
less battle sequence. 


FINAL VERDICT 

The fight scenes are generic, the dialogue is 
cheesy as hell and the plot is a mess. Stay home 
and buy the soundtrack, -l.c. 
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SQUAD 


‘SUICIDE SQUAD’ REVIEW 

The bad guys don’t 
do it any better 


In an industry that’s oversaturated with super- 
hero movies, “Suicide Squad” was supposed to 
be the antidote. A film in which the bad guys are 
actually our heroes could flip the formula and 
breathe new fife into a genre that’s approaching 
the point of no return in terms of staleness. 

Maybe this potential is why “Suicide Squad” 
is the biggest superhero disappointment in 
recent memory (even more than “Batman v 
Superman”). Not only does it fail to shake things 
up, but it’s not even competent enough to be a 
serviceable superhero flick. 


Will Smith 

The deadliest assas- 
sin in the world never 
misses a shot and will 
kill anyone if the price 
is right. But his weak- 
ness is his smart, young 
daughter, who wants 
to believe her dad is a 
good guy. 

ANIMATION 

“Justice League” 
2001, Michael Rosenbaum 
(who played Lex Luthor in 
“Smallville") 


Adewale 

Akinnuoye-Agbaje 
Born a monster and mistreat- 
ed until he truly became one, 
Killer Croc is big and ugly 
but definitely handy to have 
around if you need someone 
in the sewers. 


Jay Hernandez 
Born with the power to 
conjure fire, Diablo killed 
his loved ones when he 
lost control. Now he’d pre- 
fer to die as a man instead 
of a weapon. 

ANIMATION 

“Justice League 
Unlimited” 

2005, Nestor Carbonell (who 
played the mayor in 
"The Dark Knight" and 
“The Dark Knight Rises") 


Jai Courtney 

An Aussie thief who isn't 
above hitting a woman 
or opening a beer dur- 
ing a fight sequence. 
His weapon of choice 
is— you guessed it— a 
boomerang. 

LIVE ACTION 

“Arrow” 

2014, Nick Tarabay 


Margot Robbie 
Once a trained psy- 
chiatrist and gymnast, 
Harley fell in love with 
the Joker when he was 
her patient. Now she’s 
crazier and more reck- 
less than he is. 

LIVE ACTION 

“Birds of Prey” series 
2002, Mia Sara 

Short appearance 
on “Arrow” 

2014, Cassidy Alexa 


Adam Beach 

This guy is good at tying 
knots, but unfortunately, it’s 
as easy for others to manip- 
ulate his mind as it is for him 
to manipulate a rope. 


WHAT HAPPENS? 

In an effort to prepare for the possibility of su- 
pernatural threats, Amanda Waller (Viola Davis) 
convinces the U.S. government to assemble a 
team of captured supervillains to combat then- 
fellow bad guys. They’re rounded up and injected 
with tiny explosives so they can be taken down 
if they misbehave. Waller’s second in command, 
Rick Flag (Joel Kinnaman), keeps the group 
in line, but Deadshot (Will Smith) and Harley 
Quinn (Margot Robbie) serve as the crew’s de 
facto leaders when they need to take down 
the Enchantress (Cara Delevingne), an 
ancient witch possessing the archae- 
ologist June Moone. 


LIVE ACTION 

“Smallville” 
2010, Bradley Stryker 

“Arrow” 2012 
and “The Flash” 2016 
Michael Rowe 


SUICIDE 
SQUAD 

PG-13 

The soundtrack is really good. Expertly 
curated, it almost tricks you into think- 
ing this movie is fun. Smith and Robbie try to 
inject “Suicide Squad” with the attitude it needs 
to work, but their best efforts can’t save such a 
murky and, frankly, lame script. 


WHAT’S BAD? 

Where to start? There’s no nuance to this 
movie — every character is introduced in an 
expositional montage that earns nothing and 
induces eye-rolling at every turn. “Talk about 
a workplace romance gone bad,” Waller drawls 
while explaining that Harley Quinn used to be 
the Joker’s (Jared Leto) therapist. Every back- 
story is forced, every character lacking sub- 
stance — some are totally unnecessary. For all the 
hype about how committed Leto was to bringing 
the Joker to fife, his portrayal is all surface crazy 
and none of the darkness that makes the charac- 
ter truly terrifying. The only scene that kind of 
works is when the squad discusses their “bad- 
ness” in a bar, but rather than plumbing those 


Written by Lauren Chval • Illustrations by Aly Morris redeye 

Sometimes it feels like the world has superhero fatigue — or is that just us? Every 
summer is jam-packed with movie after movie that end with the same giant battle, 
the fate of the world hanging in the balance. We get it. 


JaredLeto 

Everyone’s favorite psychotic anarchist is back. 
He’s the dark king of Gotham, causing chaos 
wherever he goes and desperate to be united 
with his queen, Harley Quinn. 

ANIMATION 


Cara Delevingne 

An ancient spirit hell-bent on tak- 
ing over the world. Controlling 
her heart is the key to controlling 
her power, but what if Rick Flag 


Viola Davis 

The ruthless boss of the operation who will do 
whatever it takes to make her mission a success. 
She’s a U.S. intelligence officer but doesn’t think 
much of doing things by the book. 


Joel Kinnaman 
The military man is in 
charge of the Suicide 
Squad and reports to 
Amanda Waller. He falls 


Karen Fukuhara 
Flag’s main source of backup, 
a gifted swordswoman who’s 
still grieving the death of her 
murdered husband. 


Which is maybe why we’re all so excited for “Suicide Squad,” a flick that promises to break 


ANIMATION 

"Justice League Unlimited” 
2004, C.C.H. Pounder 


LIVE ACTION 

“Smallville” 2010, Pam Grier 
“Arrow” 2013, Cynthia Addai-Robinson 
“Green Lantern” 2011, Angela Bassett 


hard for Dr. June Moone, 
making things complicat- 
ed when she’s possessed 
by the evil Enchantress. 

LIVE ACTION 

“Smallville” 

2009, Ted Whittall 


LIVE ACTION 

“Arrow” 

2014, Rila Fukushima 


the mold. Our heroes are bad guys? What are we rooting for? It’s unpredictable, and that’s cool. 
But most of us don’t have an idea of what the Suicide Squad is besides just a crew of bad 
guys. The Joker— the most famous character— isn’t even in the squad. If you don’t know the 
basics of these supervillains, we’re here to fill you in. 


loses control? 


Lots, but most notably: “Batman: The Animated 
Series” 1992, MarkHamill 


@LCHVAL I LAURENCHVAL@REDEYECHICAGO.COM • @ALYSON_MORRIS I ALYMORRIS@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 


LIVE ACTION 

“Batman” 1966 series and “Batman” 7966 film 
Cesar Romero 


“Batman” 1989, Jack Nicholson 
“The Dark Knight” 2008, Heath Ledger 


depths further, screenwriter and director David 
Ayer pulls everyone back into another meaning- 
less battle sequence. 


FINAL VERDICT 

The fight scenes are generic, the dialogue is 
cheesy as hell and the plot is a mess. Stay home 
and buy the soundtrack, -l.c. 
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5 CHIC AGO SHOWS TO SE E THIS WEEK 

By Morgan Olt»n i redeye 

Step from thu- Nutflix marathon iind find yyvrvcay intyyrK' of tfowc: local 
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THURSDAY 

‘High Spirits Wine Taring 
iC0rtKtfySh4w* 

City Winery 

12GQ W. RafXtotpfr 5L 3JZ-733W<5i 
Comedian and sommelier Patrick Ncy delivers 
approachable, no-irlDs wine education wldi 
,i vide t>F coined y. Tckcli- include duo tairii'K'j 
el i^jrkl riy v.'iiVJ anJ If ins; blind t.i&lii i(|i cf 
red arid while wains & 30 arid -9--30 pun. {45. 
Tickets: dtywmery.aoni 

'The Court of Public Opinion* 

The Revival 

The I uiiasE internet d^i-jlc yeti! ita day irl OOiifL 
With nol-gn- refit lawyer? hacking each Jde of 
Itic argument with fatally real nodal ittedid 
commentary Wo andlmce hccomea ihc jury 
tasketf wilh closirg We c*=e. B p m. S&StLF 
I lekets: UieHrevIval.coni 

FRIDAY 

'Liquid Courage* 

A Drinking Show 1 

The Beal lounge at Second City 

231 3 M harihAve. 3 } 2 -tt 7 - 2$$2 

The Interactive di inking if icw : : r i ileres with 
Ixinm-thcimrd ■skcrtctim, dancer and songs, 


[flu? ai.Jdie-ni.-L! members ran expect a sli^w 
1,1 U: Hiking gaine i ules (hiaugkaul the per- 
for mil O'! Sei vtf i Traiti SfeOuiVJ City's 1959 
KltcItenfiBar will bean Itand IF you need a He- 
re*. 1030 p.m. £11 Tickets: secnndclly.-fi&n'i 

SUNDAY 

'The Wlzengamat: 

A Harry Potter Debate' 

Under Hie Gun 'nuntei- 
95 b W. NewpittAW. 773-27C-3M0 
WasAlbus LHimbteckjreagocd headmaster? If 
■you could be any death Enter, whe would you 
he and why"'' te Harry Putter experts debate 
hard-lxlticg gucstieier Ike Ihcac while a panel 
dT v. i i. u I "o : l. and wizards, judges Ihc debate with 
lielp ii^n lie audfekte. G nan. {15 
Ttekeli. umlcrl begun. Ihcalcr 

TUESDAY 

‘Beauty Is In the Ey e 
of the Beo holder* 

The Amwyanee Theatre 

as.' Hi flatoliSttf JKl 77i-S£7-3SW 
Tills post-apxclypllc tame is set In 2076, when 
life as we know ft has been destroyed and the 
only sustainable crop left Is honey. The fate of 
the country rests in beekeeper Kate Google’s 
hands, and audiences are invited to follow her 
journey. 8 p.m. $8. Tickets: theannoyance.com 


Radiant Research is currently conducting a clinical research study on an investigational 
pain medication. If you suffer from chronic low back pain and are age 35 or older, you 
may qualify to participate. Qualified participants receive all study-related care and 
investigational medication at no cost. Reimbursement for travel may be provided. 


Chicago Treatment and Counseling Centers 

Outpatient Methadone 
Maintenance 

WE CAN HELP!!! NO WAITING LIST 


•Our $100 REFERRAL BONUS ~ 
Existing clients who refer a new enrollment 
to the program will be given 
$100 credit on their bill 
•Former clients can return to the program 
and have any owed balance waived FOREVER 
(Terms and conditions apply) 


Referred clients MUST mention referring client AT THE TIME OF ENROLLMENT. 
Returning clients who are having an owed balance waived must pay $65 upon intake. 

All clients must sign a payment contract requiring payment of their balance in full every Monday. 

WE ALSO PROVIDE DUI AND SUBOXONE SERVICES 
Please email info@chicagotreatment.com 
www. chicagotreatment. com 


4 Locations to Serve You: 

3520 S. Ashland Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60609 
We have recently moved to this location 

773.523.3400 

($50 weekly) 

4453 N. Broadway Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60640 
773.506.2900 

($45 weekly) 

1 849 S. Cicero Ave. 
Cicero, IL 60804 

708.656.9500 

($50 weekly) 

5635 W. Roosevelt Rd. 
Cicero, IL 60804 

708.652.6500 

($50 weekly) 
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By Michael Nagrant i for redeye 

F rom the street, you might gaze longingly into Ema, a new River 
North spot from chef C J. Jacobson (Intro) and Lettuce Entertain You, 
and see an oasis. Sheer curtains flutter in the breeze, wicker pendant light 
fixtures sway and glasses of rose drip with condensation. White string lights hanging 
across an indoor trellis cast a gauzy light against green vines. 


But look a little closer and you’ll notice a 
sheen of sweat across many diners’ brows. 
Servers huddle in the far back near air condi- 
tioning vents. The open front windows at Ema 
seem like a great idea, but the evening I visited, 
temperatures hovered near 90 degrees and the 
AC couldn’t keep up. I mopped my forehead 
and filched glugs of my cocktail, wondering if 
I’d gotten myself into a hot mess. 

Hot khaki nights 

If you’re fond of khakis and white shirts, you 
might want to rethink your wardrobe before 
you visit as there’s a good chance you’ll disap- 
pear into the sand- and linen-colored decor or 
be mistaken for a similarly clad server. Save 
for some inlays of worn reclaimed wood, 
the dining room channels every upscale 
beach resort you’ve ever seen with its 
maple woods, sharp Scandinavian-skewing 
seats and whitewashed brick walls. 

Though Ema has only been open for 
a few weeks, the clientele— a mix 
ofjackie Onassis-like, sunglasses- 
wearing old ladies; stylish moms 
with babies in tow; and youthful 
happy hour-seeking office dwell- 
ers — seem like regulars. The 
night I visited, Jacobson chatted 
up a few guests like old friends, and 
I overheard a server tell the table 


behind me that he recognized them from last 
week. 

California dreamin’ with 
a little Israeli imagination 

The beachy decor is complemented by 
Jacobson’s California- and Mediterranean- 
inspired bites and mezze, a.k.a. Mediterra- 
nean tapas. 

“I like the idea of mezze, 
small plates that can all work 
together in some way,” Jacob- 
son said. “I’ve always liked the 
Mediterranean palate, but I 
yras first introduced to it when 
I was playing volleyball 
in Israel. Its simplicity 
resonated with me.” 

It resonated with me too. Though I 
was overheating, a swoosh of jalapeno- 
and lime-brightened avocado 
and sweet pea puree ($8.95) 
bursting with mint cooled 
me down. Housemade lab- 
neh (S7.95), or Lebanese 
yogurt, was topped with 
salty Marcona almonds, 
smoky burnt honey and 
juicy roasted grapes. The 
house pita bread was so 
warm and comforting that I 


wanted to hold it to my cheek and take a nap. 

But, and this is my first service issue, there 
were only six small slices of the pita for our 
table of four. We polished them off in seconds 
and asked for more. The refilled basket didn’t 
arrive for minutes, and we were left waiting to 
sop up more of the puree and labneh. 

Waiter, there’s watermelon 
in my soup! 

While we waited, a bowl of watermelon 
gazpacho ($7. 95) the color of a cherry slushie 
arrived. The broth— a puree of watermelon, 
piquillo pepper, radish and house-fermented 
Fresno chili— was bracing but finished with 
a lip-tingling fire. Pickled bits of crunchy 
watermelon rind and tiny mint leaves float- 
ing in the broth tamed the spice. I’ve had 
watermelon soup before, but 
it’s usually tasted like a single 
melon note. Jacobson’s version 
is complex, featuring the savori- 
ness of a bloody mary and the 
frozen fruity rewards of a treat 
from Mario’s Italian Lemonade. 

Eh on the eggplant 

Our server pushed the fried eggplant ($8.95) 
like a used car salesman encouraging an 
extended warranty plan. The first few bites 
were OK, but eventually the plate became 
an exercise in monotony Some of the bigger 
hunks of eggplant were soggy, raw in the 
middle and tough to chew. The best bits 
were the thinly sliced ones, especially when 
dunked in the side of chickpea miso dip. 

Like a couple of other tables serviced by our 
waiter, we left half the plate untouched. A 
lamb and beef kebab ($13.95) glistened with 
olive oil and had a fine smoky char. The meat 


was juicy but woefully in need of salt. 

Top tentacle and luscious lamb 

Grilled octopus ($14.95), which was flanked 
by fried sheets of kale and rippling crispy- 
skinned fingerling potatoes dripping with a 
velvety lemon vinaigrette, was as addictive as a 
perfect batch of French fries. I shot my dining 
companion a dirty look when I realized she’d 
eaten more than her fair share of the tender 
tentacles and there were none left. Though 
more of a cold-weather dish, I couldn’t resist 
ordering the braised lamb shoulder ($24.95) 
topped with Super Ball-sized cherries and 
caramel-like dates. A saucer of lettuce vinai- 
grette — pureed butter lettuce, tarragon, basil, 
parsley and preserved lemon— lightened the 
load. 

Out for service 

As much as I enjoyed Jacobson’s food, our 
meal was interrupted twice by food runners 
trying to drop off plates meant for other 
tables. The service staff also tried to remove 
plates I was still working on several times 
throughout the meal. 

I did appreciate that when I couldn’t de- 
cide between two wines, our server brought 
out samples of each for me to try I settled 
on the 2014 Domaine Spiropoulos Mantinia 
Moschofilero ($11) with notes of honey, 
grapefruit and mineral flavor. What I didn’t 
appreciate was that our server assumed my 
friend wanted the same wine and brought 
out a second unbidden glass. 

All hail halva 

Dessert from pastry chef Yasmin Gutierrez 
was a mixed bag. I never thought I’d write 
this, but it seems halva is having a moment. 
You may remember that I was gaga over the 
version served at Honey’s a few weeks ago. 
Gutierrez’s take ($9.95) offers two plays on 
the dessert: one made with chia seeds and an- 
other infused with chocolate and chili that’s 
served with candied pistachios. Both were 
silkier and superior to what I had at Honey’s. 
Deconstructed baklava ($6.95) looked like 
regular baklava that had been smashed with 
a sledgehammer. Filo shards mixed with pis- 
tachio nut stuffing and dried fruit were dry I 
yearned for a jar of honey to make the whole 
thing more edible. 

Bottom line 

You rarely see Jacobson’s name without men- 
tion of his appearance on “Top Chef.” It’s a 
bit of a disservice because he’s way more than 
a TV chef. He’s a top talent with a fine pal- 
ate. However— and this is surprising as they 
rarely falter— the Lettuce crew is not proving 
an equal partner in service at Ema. If they up 
their game, this restaurant could eventually 
become a classic. 

MICHAEL NAGRANT IS A REDEYE CONTRIBUTOR. 

REPORTERS VISIT RESTAURANTS UNANNOUNCED, 

AND MEALS ARE PAID FOR BY REDEYE. 



RATINGS KEY 

**** DEAD UPON ARRIVAL 
**** PROCEED WITH CAUTION 
**** GIVE IT SOME TIME 
**** TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT 
**** OFF TO A GOOD START 
**** HEATING UP 
**** ALREADY HOT 
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WEDNESDAY’S SOLUTIONS 



TODAY’S CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS 


» Singer Jessica Sanchez, 21 
» Actors Cole and Dylan 
Sprouse, 24 


» Actress Abigail Spencer, 35 
» Singer Marques Houston, 35 
» Actress Meghan Markle, 35 


» Actor Daniel Dae Kim, 48 
» President Barack Obama, 55 
» Actor Billy Bob Thornton, 61 


ACROSS 

1 Explorer Marco 
5 Ringing clock 
10 Caramel-topped custard 

14 Finished; done 

15 Pago Pago, American _ 

16 Similar to 

17 Give, but expect back 

18 Nosh 

19 Leave out 

20 Went into 

22 Diane and Michael 

24 Fore and _ 

25 Many Kosovo residents 

26 Piece of celery 

29 Flower garden 

30 Traditional nun’s wear 

34 Attila’s men 

35 Cereal grain 

36 Game piece with dots on 
it 

37 Strange 

38 Compliment excessively 

40 Father 

41 Head, slangily 

43 Very long time 

44 Repair 

45 Bert’s buddy 

46 Pinky or Spike 

47 Waters down 

48 Supplies on a florist’s 
shelf 

50 White lie 

51 Helps 

54 Offhand critical remark 

58 Rosary piece 

59 Sir _ Newton 

61 Sticky strip 

62 Lunch spot 

63 India’s first prime 
minister 

64 Arden & Plumb 

65 Snow toy 

66 Small flies 

67 Torn forcefully 

DOWN 

1 Word with North or 
South 

2 Baker’s need 

3 Gave temporarily 

4 Difficult experiences 

5 Valuable thing 

6 Come to shore 

7 Org. for doctors 



8 _ the boat; made waves 

9 Creator 

10 Floating wreckage 

11 Long car 

12 Related 

13 Brooklyn team 
21 Brother of JFK 
23 Detest 

25 Sofas 

26 Glistened 

27 Henry Vlll’s house 

28 Goes on _; continues 


29 Sheep’s cry 

31 _ one’s time; waits 
patiently 

32 Ridiculous 

33 Lincoln’s in-laws 

35 Spanish cheer 

36 TV room, often 

38 Tiny insects 

39 Part of a sock 
42 Portioned 
44 Hoodlum 

46 Decrease 


47 Smack 

49 Bee’s weapon 

50 Compact car from Ford 

51 Fundamentals 

52 Official stamp 

53 Out of danger 

54 Portion 

55 a nice day!” 

56 Unlock 

57 Examination 
60 “Caughtcha!” 


i 

TELL US HOW 
YOU REALLY FEEL 


MARQUETTE PARK 



RAKIM 

VIC MENSA YUNA 


PAN AY SUAREZ BROTHER A LI 
MS, ILYASAH AL SHABAZZ 



WE ARE HERE TO HELP! NOT JUDGE! 

HEROIN AND 
PAIN PILL 
ADDICTION 


4 | 


V s 




LOW COST & CONFIDENTIAL 

$20.00 TRANSPORTATION 
CREDIT FOR JOINING 

with mention of this ad. 


Same Day Dosing 
Compassionate Staff 
All Public Transportation 
at Front Door 



• FREE Gourmet Coffee 

• FREE Phone Use (local & long distance) 

• FREE Week of Services on Your Birthday 


Sundance Methadone Treatment Center 

4545 Broadway, Chicago • 773-250-6881 • www.SUNDANCECHICAG0.com 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2016 I REDEYE 
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THE QUOTE 

“IT WENT FROM THAT, TO CHECKING IN ON EACH OTHER 
ONCE A WEEK THROUGH EMAIL-‘T HIS IDLE EP] HAPPENED 
TO ME* WHAT HAPPENED TO VOU?’-TO MAYBE THREE 


I KNOW, I WAKE U P AND SHE’S ALL 1 CARE ABOUT, AND PM 
WONDERING IF SHE FEELS THE SAME ABOUT ME*” 




- Blake Slialiun, in Bel intai view with Billboai U. ui i tile Uuuiriii Mg or hit re3BLonEitfp Ailti fellow The Voice" Itidge Gwen Steratir. 
Theshifler Added Uiat swr<nil "saved [Hit] lire’ as he was going thi&ufc'i hit divorce liuhi Miranda Lambei t; "Who else on ear 111 cue Id 
even undei stand taring through ahlghpioNIe divorce from anotlier muslelam?" Ik said 


There's something 

rotten on Rotten 'Tomatoes 

A shockingly loyal fan nf the fiC Ccmtos 
universe I i,i!; burled .1 petition on C launqc-.a jg 
la Stmt duw;i Lh'J irtdvie i-.iIi ilj .^ggregmiciia 
site Rolren Tan V]Laes.dn±r in. gave hie new lilm 
Suicide Squad," a mediocre score, ■according 
to ew.com (as of Wednesday afternoon. 
rtwasat33 percent! Apparently “5uii>Je 
Squad" is inst tho linnl slra w-thc poMlrater 
wns aha upsrt about Ihc tow rn^irvjs tor other 
DC fJrnt irxtodirg 'Batman v Suporman." 
whidi garnered j 27 percent rdliiVj. Tl it 
pal !ioi:, whidi currently has rmru than KxCCO 
signatures, says RtAIen Tomatoes gives ‘unjust 
&ad aervte ws ... and that AITecIs people's 
opinion even ir It's a really great CmovleJ." Or 
maybe DC slxuld mst start being letter? 


Haini's new role? 

fl.jrrii MWtok, star -oi ISA's hit-shnw "Mr 
rlnhnc. ‘ c rrpwlpdly in talks to star ns 
Dustin E-toltman s charnel cr in .1 icinnkc 
af tl is \wn film “Pspdltott" according to 
viiriacy.eum. Mask would act alongside 
Charlie Hunnarn who Is In negotiations 
In p|ny the role nrlgnaHed by Steve 
McQpncn. Thn original Him wan Staged Ofl 
Shit rvnl ii'g'i of oarrvictrrri Ininn and fugitive 
Manri Char rlete, who escaped Traiti □ 
notorious p jn.il colony in South America 


J,K. ROWLING 

HN TirUNI t JJtCH THC-.IHI 
jjw* A j » ■ -|jUE r Tn Hu B 


She's so fa nicy 

Everyone's lavorlte rapper tggy Azaldatlna) has Inked a 7V production deal with 
Universal Cahto Product fans and Wil^iire Bludeas, acenrdiag to tbr.cum The 
Austral nil nsi nk- ,ri will Iie^r* Co prpalc AHillennialdnunp crftcrtiinnicnt bawd 
cm Crape; IftasocLnl justrgo. tolerance and thnnmpcwmnnntcif yoiiig unman 
'Croatlng television that Is relledi ve or nvy generation has always been an aspiration 
or mine, ' Azalea said in a statement, accor d 1 1 V 3 toTHfl. 'I ant Incnedhly excited to 
start wot king on my ideas and am humbled that Universal Cable Productions and 
Wilstwe Studios hay# given me This once- 1 n-a- life lime opportunity" 


THE DIGIT 

2 MILLION 

That's luw.- many copies 01 
the "Harry PWterand the 
Ciirsnd Child 14 script wmc 
said in March America 111 
just I nc days, according bo 
lliroain Keep- in hiild, lhal 
1 lumber s not ir eluding all or 
tlie e books sold through JJK. 
RowKig 5 POItermora veetrslte. 
or. obviously; copies sod 
in theiaal ot Ihc wnrlrl ll‘s 
not quite ;is huhy aa Ihci Q 2 
miilliDci copies of 'Hurry PoUlt 
and tire Doathly llaTovvs 'sold 
on Its Mst day In 2007, but 
Irey not bad at a" En^oigo all 
that eok) hard cash feeling 
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H : LVT MOHK IHli I? 


■Dh, uip'yp gpt dirt dot tlx ;conp nn your fnoDula rn.isi jmir.. nrlnrii nn.t rml.ly TVnrn oil day long at rortnyechicogo.cn m. 





